What Makes A Coach?

Have you ever wondered if there is more you can do to foster your child's love of soccer
but don't know how? Consider volunteering to coach. PDSA is the perfect place to
interact, encourage and motivate your child and other youth players. You don’t need a
resume like David Beckham or Mia Hamm. In fact, many adults shy away from coaching
not because of time commitment, but because they feel they lack the expertise to coach
youngsters. Before you make a decision, realize that many youth coaches are still
learning the game themselves — and that is fine when it comes to coaching youth
soccer. Vast expertise is not required when children are just starting out.
A good coach needs to be conscientious, enthusiastic and determined to help players
learn in the best way they can. Children deserve these characteristics from all youth
coaches, no matter the sport. It is not always what coaches know about soccer, but how
they present what they know that makes the difference.
Still not sure this is the right job for you? How about volunteering as an assistant coach?
Every team needs several volunteers to make the season a success. An assistant coach
plays a crucial role helping to manage the players. If you are already at the field during
your child’s practice, why not get out there with them and get some exercise too?
Assisting is a great opportunity to learn under a more experienced coach and build your
confidence.
No interest in running around in a field chasing a ball with the kids? How about
volunteering for the Team Manager role? Every head coach would love help with
communication, schedule logistics, and orange/popsicle assignment. There is always an
opportunity to contribute.
Already a coach and you still want to be more involved? How about joining the
executive with PDSA or become a convener? We are currently looking for conveners and
other volunteers.
If you are interested in coaching your child’s team or contributing in another way please
contact one the executive members.

